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Newsletter – July 2012 
 Mayor’s Civic Service – 90th Rededication March & Service – Raising the Armed 
Forces Day Flag 

A total of thirteen of us – including our Standard Bearer, Chairman, 
and Parade Marshal - bravely, if self-consciously, represented the 
Legion in the grand March on Sunday, 24 June from the Town Hall 
to All Saints’ Church to celebrate the inauguration of Cllr Bob 
Sandall, the Town Mayor, and the 90th Anniversary of your Stamford 
Branch. Fortunately a further two dozen Members joined us at the 
Church together with the Lord Lieutenant, the High Sheriff, assorted 
Counsellors, and neighbouring Mayors and Mayoresses. There were 
more chains there than at Guantanamo! 
The Mayor’s 
Chaplain and Dean 
of Stamford, the 
Very Rev Mark 
Warrick, and our 
own Branch 
Chaplain, the Rev 

Canon Donald Gray, led the Service of Rededication together. In his 
sermon Mark Warrick said that the Rededication offered an opportunity to 
look to our performance and to keep ourselves on our toes. He observed 
that there was always some conflict in progress somewhere and that HM 
Forces were constantly engaged. Pride and greed were normal and our 
society was also moving that way. There would always be a role for the 
Legion; we must continue our good work. 
We shall draw a veil over the march back to the Town Hall. The good bits were that we increased our number to ten and the 
salute to the War Memorial as we marched past. At the Town Hall itself we then had a short but impressive ceremony, led by 
the Mayor to raise the Armed Forces Flag for the week. A special thanks must go, as always, to Stamford Brass generally, 
and to Bob Rennard for playing the Last Post and Reveille for us, and to all the Cadets who turned out. Without them, the 
Parade would have been thin indeed. Afterwards, during the Mayor’s reception in the Town Hall, Darren Rawnsley, the Town 

Poet Laureate, 
read his poem 
Building Bridges 
to mark Armed 
Forces Day and 
the need to show 
our support for 
the troops. 
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 Outing to Poppy 
Factory July 9th 
The coach will depart from the Danish 
Invader at 9am. Cars can be parked there 
all day but they suggest a donation of 
£2, which can be put in an envelope 
bearing the car reg.no., and posted 
through the letter box at the rear. 
 

 Congratulations to Hugh and 
Margaret McNeill on their Ruby 
Wedding anniversary, on 24th July. We 
wish you a lovely day. 

 Congratulations also to Cliff  who is 
99 years young. 
 
            Your Newsletter 
Is there anyone out there that would like 
to produce the monthly newsletter? You 
need to be computer literate to the extent 
of knowing how to transfer items 
between documents, use text boxes and 
email. 
It will take a few hours a month, 
concentrated at the end of each month, 
but items can be collected during the 
month and a lot of the newsletter can be 
prepared in advance. I am happy to be 
secretary for the branch, but would love 
to hand over the responsibility for the 
newsletter. 

Simply glorious! 

The Cadets saw very little of Her Majesty 

Shaun doing his Mick Jagger impersonation 

 

In brief… 
 

 

 
Diamond Jubilee Visit of HM The Queen, Wednesday, 13 June 
The weather was teasing. First it was grim-grey, then spit-spotting, then a threat of sunshine until the sun 

finally came out in full force just as Her Majesty 
drove slowly through the streets of Stamford. 
Earlier in the day, some 10,000 of the Queen’s 
more intimate acquaintances gathered for a picnic 
in Burghley Park while they awaited her arrival by 
helicopter.  
Meanwhile back in town, confusion and anarchy 
reigned at the War Memorial where, we had been 
told, we were to muster so that Her Majesty could 
see us, our 
Standards 
and the War 
Memorial 
itself. When 
we got there 

however, the crowd was already three deep, right across the War 
Memorial. Appeals to the Police to clear the area went 
unanswered, but eventually we were able to force enough room for 
the Standards to be seen. The rest of us stood behind the crowd 
and some of us even managed to catch a glimpse of her as she 
passed by. Her Majesty looked lovely; it was a shame so few 
could see her. 
 
 
Branch 60s Night 

It was dark and gloomy, hot and 
noisy – a great atmosphere for 
thumping, rock music at its best by 
The Silhouettes at the Danish 
Invader on Saturday, 16 June. 
There were fewer of us than at our 
last 60s Night last October but we 
had a terrific time. There we were 
– we geriatrics happily crooning 
away ‘Why must I be a teenager in 
love’ and bopping around on the 
dance floor. We had all the old 

favourites from Cliff’s Move It, through the Beatles, the Foundation, Elvis, 
and the Strolling Bones -  the best band ever – with the love of my life, Honky 
Tonk Woman.  It all took me back to my early delinquency. 
The Danish Invader laid on a sumptious free buffet and the raffle made a very 
good £102 for Branch funds. Thanks to everyone involved especially the 

band, Roy and Marian for running 
the raffle and all those who brought 
prizes and bought tickets, and above 
to our impresario, Bill Turner for 
organizing such a successful 
evening 
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Amy Robinson 
Members will be saddened by the death of Amy Robinson who passed away in her sleep earlier 
this month, aged 92.  Amy was a member of this Branch until she moved and transferred to 
Cambridge in 2006. Roy Prentice, who probably knew her better than most of us, writes: 
I first met Amy when I moved to Churchill Road in 1988, but I really got to know her at Christ 
Church where she was very active and spent many years on the PCC. She was also a very active 
member of the Women’s Section Stamford Branch, attending almost every meeting. When our 
Branch entered its ‘Dad’s Army’ float in Stamford Carnival in 2005 she took part as a 1940s 
Land Army girl. 
I remember once, when many people in Churchill Road were watching a Spitfire display over 
Stamford, I noticed that she was having a little weep. I asked if she was OK and she replied that 
her first boy friend had been a Spitfire pilot and was lost in the Battle of Britain. During WWII, 
Amy was a member of the ATS connected,  
We will remember her 
 

Commemorative Badges 
We have a commemorative pin badge to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the branch. 
They cost £3 each and are available from Alan Patrick on 01780 754357. They will also be for sale 
at all our events this summer. Support your branch – wear your badge with pride! 
Buy one for the mother in law, the cat, the gerbil and the neighbour next door. A BARGAIN AT 
TWO FOR £7. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
July 9th………   Outing to Poppy Factory, Richmond, Surrey. 
July 13/14/15th  .Festival of the Forties 
Sept 16th             Royal Artillery open day, St George’s Barracks    
Sept 19th……….Outing to Arboretum   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Time to Move Over –  A note from your Poppy Appeal Organiser (POA) 
 
Five years have passed since Bill Wells retired and Colin Francis volunteered me to take over the reins! 

They have been five enjoyable years but anno dominie dictates the necessity to hand over to new blood – it would not be right 
to deny someone else the opportunity to have the pleasure of running a worthwhile campaign! 

The 2012/13 Poppy Appeal is already in the early stages at Aylesford and during June we receive from there the new 
paperwork in the form of the Poppy Appeal Year Booklet, order forms for stationery, poppies, wreaths, posters etc. 

It is my intention to complete 2011/12 statements; this has to be carried out by September 30th. The order forms will be 
returned to Aylesford and eventually new stocks will arrive at Stamford in readiness for the Poppy Appeal activities in 
Oct/Nov. 

A new PAO must be elected at the AGM in October to be responsible for the forthcoming events. I will be available to guide 
the new person in the run up to the AGM and to act as his/her assistant in the coming years as necessary. 

It is imperative that a new PAO is elected; otherwise the campaign cannot take place. 

There will be three supermarkets with manned tables – these are, of course, Morrison, Waitrose and Sainsbury. We need 2 
new organisers for Waitrose and Sainsburys. The duties are - to maintain a rota of helpers for the two weeks of the Appeal,  to 
open and close the tables morning and evening each day and deliver the takings to the counting headquarters. 

There is ample opportunity for helpers in various ways. Please help. 

Please approach any committee member or the present PAO, Jim Rimmington, to volunteer. 

Thankyou. 
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The ‘Andrews Sisters’ in full flow at 
Nene Valley in 2010. 

Branch General Social, 17 July 
Our next Branch General Social will be a New Members’ Evening in which, as in the past, we particularly invite those new 
Members whom we have recruited during the preceding six months, so that we can introduce them to the Branch and make them 
feel welcome. For the rest of the evening, however, we are trying something new – Any Questions ! Just like on the Beeb, we 
shall have a panel of four (still to be invited) with a chairman (Steve Bonde) and they will try to answer questions put to them by 
you, the Members.  
Also just like the Beeb, we invite you to send us the questions beforehand so that we can  choose the best and invite the Member 
concerned to put the question to the panel on the night. The questions can be on any subject, but it would be nice if they could be 
of relevance and interest to our Branch and Members as a whole. It might be best too if they were not too overtly critical of any 
political party or Government. And it would be nice too if we could have a frivolous question to wind up with. Two of our 
Members (not Committee Office holders) have kindly agreed to join the panel. Could we please have two further nominations – 
or volunteers – from the Members. The Nominee need not necessarily be a Legion Member. 
All responses please to Steve Bonde (757041). And could we have a good turn out too, please, both to give our new Members a 
warm welcome and to enjoy this new initiative. 

County Festival of 
Remembrance 2012, RAF 
Cranwell 
The County’s annual Festival of Remembrance 
will take place again this year at Whittle Hall, 
RAF Cranwell on Sunday, 4th November, 
starting at 2.30pm.  Please note that Members 
should not arrive before 1.30pm and that they 
should be seated by 2.15pm. There is limited 
wheelchair access. 
I Have applied for the full Branch allocation of 
tickets, at £5 each. Assuming that we get them, 
you should let me know, with payment, if you 
would like some. Nine have gone already. 

 
 
Thorpe Hall Festival of the Forties, 13-15 July 

We shall be manning our MDU at this new Forties re-enactment weekend, 13-15 July, at 
Thorpe Hall. This is the very first year of the festival, set in the 48 acre grounds of 17th 
Thorpe Hall. The aim is to raise money towards a new wing for the hospice, whilst giving 
people a great day out at very realistic prices. It will include living history displays, tank 
rides, military & collectors stalls, live entertainment, classic cars, military vehicles, steam 
engines, the Hair Raid Shelter recreating those great 1940s hair styles for the ladies, and 
much more. Entry costs £1 per person (£6 a car-full), £1 parking and free to all Serving 
personnel, and to all veterans on Sunday, 15 July 
There is entertainment each evening:- Friday, 13 July   A German Bier Keller  Saturday, 
14 July The Glenn Miller Big Band- Sunday, 15 July  1940s Burlesque Show  
These shows are great weekends. Do come along, both to help man the stands and to 

enjoy yourselves. It is legal. 
 

Festival of Remembrance 2012 
The RBL Festival of Remembrance will take place at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London on Saturday, 10 November 2012 at 2pm and 7pm. From 1 
July Legion members can obtain tickets for the afternoon performance, 
using the usual plastic cards, by: 
- telephoning the box office direct on 0207 589 8212; 
- visiting the website www.royalalberthall.com.  Once logged on, enter 
8056 when prompted.  
- postal application direct to the Box Office, Royal Albert Hall, Kensington 
Gore, London, SW7 2AP. You should clearly print on the letterhead details 
of the Stamford Branch title, address and your Membership number. 
Applications will be dealt with in strict order of receipt.  
The ticket prices for the afternoon performance are: 
Grand Tier Boxes (seating 12) and  
Loggia Boxes (seating 8)                        £30 per seat 
Second Tier Boxes (seating 5) and Stalls  £25 per seat 
Circle (Centre)            £18 per seat   
Circle (Side)                £15 per seat  
Cheques should be payable to: The Royal Albert Hall. They also accept plastic. There is a booking fee of 2% of the total 
value plus £2.00 per ticket. 
 

Evening performance tickets are free but a nominal charge of £10 each will be made. Ordinary Members can obtain up to 2 
tickets strictly for their own use through me. No Branch will receive more than 4 tickets. Applications will be dealt with on a 
‘first come’ first served’ basis and there is a deadline of 19 August, so the sooner you contact me the better. Members who 
have not previously attended the Festival will be given priority. Cheques should be payable to The Royal British Legion, 
lincolnshire County 

                    
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
1900 hrs, Tuesday 10th July   Clare Close Community Room     

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL 
20.00 hrs  Tuesday  17th  July, Cummins Club                           Best Wishes to our members    Brian and Pat 


